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SPOKE 



Doon student politics: 
life in the parking lane 

by Colin Hunt 

Perhaps the epitaph of last Thursday’s 
annual meeting of the Doon Student 
Association will be, “What if they announced 
a $20,000 budget deficit and nobody cared?” 

It was remarkable that at the annual 
meeting intended for the entire student 
population only 28 students were present for 
the reading of the auditors' report on the 
management of student fees during the 
previous administration under DSA 
President Dan Ryans, 

From the auditors’ report it appears that 
the spending practices of the previous 
executive were very sloppy. Due to lack of 
research they exceeded their budget 
allocation for renovating the student lounge 
" — 60 per cent more than 
, . aged to spend nearly 

$7,000 on routine professional fees for 
iawyers and auditors. Though auditors will 
not quote a price for their services students 
calmly voted to give the firm of Thorne 
Riddell the auditing contract for this year 
even though they are overcharging. 

As if that wasn’t enough, last year’s pub 
staff appears to have been guilty of a serious 
lack of control of their spending. Their 
purchase of liquor exceeded the budget 
allocation by nearly 80 per cent, but their 
bar sales increased by a mere 42 per cent. 
That, folks, is a lot of beer that disappeared 
between the cracks. 

In addition to the vanishing beer, the pub 
was also forced to spend nearly three times 
its planned allowance for maintenance, 
clean-up and repairs. Perhaps their trivial 
cutbacks in wages for staff and security had 
something to do with it. 

The final and most lamentable piece of 
administrative bungling was the debacle 
surrounding the now defunct yearbook. The 
DSA spent $3,300 getting one printed and 
THEN found out that no one wanted to buy 
it. They were then forced to write off a 
further $4,200 in bad debts. 

To its credit, the current administration 
has considerably improved on the 
performance of last year. They expect to 
leave a budget surplus of at least $10,000, 
and they will have the pub fund showing a 
slight profit this year, as opposed to an $8,800 
loss last year. 

However, with the lack of attention paid by 
the student population, our O-so-efficient 
administration could be dipping into the till 
with gleeful abandon and none of us the 
wiser, and many not even caring. 

Students have a responsibility to keep 
those they elect honest and efficient in the 
business of running student government; 
after all, it’s our money that they’re 
spending. If we are so uninterested in what 
the DSA is spending our money on that we 
don’t even show up for the annual 
stockholders’ meeting, we have only 
ourselves to blame if it turns out that our 
executive is quietly feathering its own nest 
at our expense. 
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Coming Events 


January 24 

Co-ed Broomball 

Indoor Soccer 

January 25 

Women's Volleyball - 
Co-ed Broomball 

January 26 

Varsity Basketball 
against Mohawk (Home) 
Men's Ball Hockey 
Contact Hockey 

Varsity Hockey against 
Humber (Home) 

January 27 

Co-ed Broomball 
No-contact Hockey 

January 28 

Intramural Hockey 
Invitational 

January 29 

Varsity Hockey at Erie 
Community College in 
Buffalo 

Women's Volleyball at 

St, Clair 

January 30 

Varsity Hockey at Buffalo 
State 


